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QIA Forum — At a glance

Qatar Indian Authors Forum is an organization of Indians residing in Qatar, who have authored and
published at least one book. The Forum was officially formed on the 15th of October 2021 at a
meeting held in the ICC Mumbai hall, with a bylaw agreed by the General Body and executive
committee constituted for the first term of two years (details of the members are included in appendix

01).

During the first term (2021-23), the logo, website and theme song for the forum were finalized,
through various meetings and discussions. Several activities were initiated as part of the team building
among the members. Initiatives were also taken towards branding of the forum and extending its

services to the community, especially in the realms of literature and allied areas.

When the term of first committee was over, following the bylaw, a General Body meeting was held on
the 24th of November 2023 and a new executive committee was elected for the proceeding 2 years,

2023 — 25 (details of the members are included in appendix 01).

The activities of the forum caught wide attention of the community in Qatar. Media coverages
including the newspapers TV channels and radio highlighted the activities of Authors Forum.
The Katara Culture, official magazine of Katara Cultural Village, published a detailed feature on the

Forum, in its Q4 issue of 2022 (Appendix 02).

As of 30th September 2024, the Forum has a total of 101 members enrolled. Qatar Indian Authors
Forum has been making a notable presence amongst the residents of Qatar, especially among the
members of the Indian community. The Forum is also being approached by various organizations
including official bodies like the ICC, seeking its support and participation in their various literal and

cultural activities in Qatar.

Ever since it's inception, the Qatar Indian Authors Forum (QIAF) has been conducting various
programs for its members and the public. These include official public functions, those aimed towards
teambuilding, book release and introduction of books as well as public relations. Most of these
programs were prominently covered by the media (appendix 03). The programs conducted by QIAF

since its formation are listed underneath.

Qatar Indian Authors’ Forum- Email: giaforum@gmail.com
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The committees:

First Committee (2021-2023)

President : Dr. Sabu KC

Vice Presdnts Dr. Bahauddeen, Sheela Tomy

Gen. Secretary : Husain Kadannamanna

Secretaries : Majeed Puthupparamba, Sri Kala Jinen

Treasurer : Salim Nalakath

Members : Mahmood Mattul, Ashraf Madiyari, Thanseem Kttiyadi,

Muhammed Husain Vanimel, Anvar Babu, Bushra Ashkar,
Muhammedali Shanthapuram, Ansar Arimbra, Subair Valliyod,

Shamna Asmi

Current committee (2023-2025)

President : Dr. Sabu KC

Vice Presdnts : Ashraf Madiyari, Sri Kala Jinen

Gen. Secretary : Husain Kadannamanna

Secretaries : Shamna Asmi, Shafi PC Palam

Treasurer : Ansar Arimbra

Members : Thanseem Kttiyadi, Muhammed Husain Vanimel, Amal Fermis, Faisal

Aboobaker, Ram Mohan Nair, A Salam Mattummal, Shamla Jafar,

Smitha Adarsh, Subair Valliyod
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Main programs organized by the Forum:

Date Event Note / Remark
First meeting to discuss the | An online meet, due to the controls of Covid-
09 Sept 2021
concept 19
; - ; The Forum was officially formed in this, with
15 Oct 2021 First official gatherlr]g of Y
authors, at ICC Mumbal ha” bylaw and a committee
12 Dec 2021 Know each other Team building session
Members' books introduction and release of
12 Feb 2022 Monthly literary session
new books
Members' books introduction and release of
11 Mar 2022 | Montbhly literary session
new books
08 April 2022 | Iftar Majlis Team building gathering
Special guests:
Mr. Salih Alobaidly — Qatar Authors' Forum
Ms. Maryam Al Ali — Cultural Ministry
Official launching program, at | Mr. Adil Alkaldi — Cultural Department
02 Sept 2022
[ICC Kanjani hall Ms. Khulood Alkhalifa - Cultural Department
Mr. Hasan Ali Alanwari — Gulf Times
Mr. PN Baburajan — President, ICC
Mr. Sabith Saheer - Gen Secretary, ICBF
Members' books introduction and release of
12 Nov 2022 | Monthly literary session
new books
Members' books introduction and release of
26 Jan 2023 Monthly literary session
new books
04 Feb 2023 Sneha Malhar Releasing of the book "Sneha Mahlar”
Members' books introduction and release of
Monthly literary session &
10 Mar 2023 new books, along with reception for OM
Reception
Karuvarakund
14 April 2023 | Iftar Majlis Team building gathering
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Ood book release and
10 June 2023 Literary session for book release
introduction
Onam celebration at Sheikh | Attended by Shaikh Faisal Ben Qasim Al
08 Sept 2023 ‘ Thani, the owner of Shaikh Faisal Museum
Faisal Museum and once of the global business tycoons
Special visit to newly charge
Honorary visit to introduce the Forum, as part
10 Oct 2023 | taken Indian Ambassador, Mr.
of public relations
Vipul, at embassy office
General Body meeting, at
24 Nov 2023 Yearly General body, to elect new committee
Broccoli restaurant hall, Doha
Visit to newly elected ICC leaders
30Nov 2023 | ICCleaders congratulating them, as part of public
relations
Reception for Mr. P Surendran | Public relations — reach out to famous
10 Dec 2023
Sir authors
Adhinivesha Bhoomi | Book introduction and discussion — Aa
14 Dec 2023
vaayikkappedumbol Nadiyod Peru chodikkaruth
Reception for Mr. Shihabuddin | Public relations — reach out to famous
22 Dec 2023
Poithumkadavu authors
Public relations — reach out to famous
14Jan 2024 | Reception for TD Ramakrishnan
authors
26 Jan 2024 Pattum Parachilum an entertainment gathering on Republic day
Public relations — reach out to famous
08 Mar 2024 | Reception for P Harindranath
authors
28 Mar 2024 | Iftar Majlis Team building and celebration
26 April 2024 | Monthly literary session Book introduction and discussion
Reception for Alankode Leela | Public relations — reach out to famous
31 May 2024
Krishnan authors
Public relations — reach out to famous
21)une 2024 | Reception for KP Ramanunni
authors
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A special literary session in the memory of
Immini Balya Sultan — Basheer
13 July 2024 famous author Vaikkam Muhammed
Memorial session
Basheer
Book release and introduction —
26 Jul 2024 Monthly literary session Manjuthullikal release and intro of Malayude
Mounam
Book release — Ormappookkal by Sanood
04 Oct 2024 | Monthly literary session
and review
Reception for PK Parakkadavu | Public relations — reach out to famous
19 Oct 2024
and Narayanan Kalpatta authors
Celebrating Onam 2024, Sheikh Faisal
250ct 2024 | Orkkaan Oronam
Museum Hall
Special visit to Mr. Vaibhav, First | Aspecial visit to introduce QIAF, as part of the
10 Nov 2024
Secretary of Indian Embassy ICC registration
Special session of book release “Uthama
12 Dec 2024 | Book release of Muralidharan
Vriksham”, by Valooran
Release of  Thejarib by Husain
18 Jan 2025 Book release session Kadannamanna and and The Girl who
climbed mountains, by Swapna Ibrahim
Release of Hail stone of Ansar Arimbra and
21 Feb 2025 Book release session
Paradesiyude Melvilasam of Shamna Asmi

Qatar Indian Authors’ Forum- Email: giaforum@gmail.com




b agigll Jualgall yaiio

QATAR INDIAN AUTHORS FORUM

Qatar Indian Authors
Forum to foster cultural
exchange and discussion

¢ QIAF officially
launched at

ceremony

Qatar Indian Authors

Forum (QIAF) was offi-

clally launched at a cer-
emony held at the Integrated In-
dian Commumity Centre in Doha
yesterday.
During the event, QIAF presi-
dent Dr K C Sabu stressed that
the forum's official launch will
reflect positively on enhancing
the creativity of Indian authors
in Qatar and also give them a
platform to exercise their writ-
ing skills in different areas such
as poetry, novels and other liter-
ary categories.
He also noted that there is ac-
tive co-operation with the Qa-
tari Forum for Authors, which
comes under the Ministry of
Culture. This co-operation will
help both Indian and Qatari au-
thors to exchange views, experi-
ences and discuss related issues,
in addition to enriching the liter-
ary experiences of both through
cross-cultural interaction. Pur-
ther, translations of works from
both sides will be arranged in a
much easier way.

The QIAF website was also
launched on the occasion.

Dr Sabu said QIAF has around
75 registered members, with the
youngest being a 10-year-old
aspiring Indian writer named
Joachim. On his part, joachim
expressed happiness to be a part
of the forum and said he is excit -

INTEGRA(ED INDIAN COMMUN:TY CENTRE
HALL

—

A cultural performance by children on the occasion.

ed to further explore his creative

said the official launch of the
forum will enable all Indian au-
thors living in Qatar to further
explore different areas of liter-
ary expressions. He also stressed
that living in Qatar gives authors
an unique opportunity to ex-
plore different cultures, as Doha
has become a global hub for arts
and culture.

Dr Sabu also launched the
translation of an Armabic book
written by Ali Hassan Anwari,
author and cultural activist, ti-
tled The Scent of Books. It is a
cultural autobiography of the

author describing his journey in
the world of books and reading.

Anwarl said the launch of
QIAF is an important event for
Qatar's cultural scene and will
further boost translations from
Arabic to Indian languages, and
vice-versa, which would even-
tually help authors from both
sides to produce better lterary
works benefiting from the rich
Arabic and Indian cultures.

He expressed hope that more
meetings and activities among
the two sides will be held in the
future to explore the potential of
such deep, rich cultures and his-
tory.

The Ministry of Culture ex-

tended its full support to the
newly established forum, with
senior officials attending the
launch ceremony.

Saleh al-Obaidly, director
of programumes at the ministry
and a member of the Qatari Fo-
rum for Authors, highlighted
the deep-rooted Qatari-Indian
relations since the pearl-fishing
days as well as trade exchange
from the past, involving prod-
ucts such as perfumes, incense
and spices.

He said the two countries have
enjoyed excellent relations over
the years and a large shared her-
ftage and rich culture has been
produced due to intensive social
and business activities.

Al-Obaidly noted that the
Ministry of Culture has highly
welcomed the idea of QIAF and
has extended all necessary sup-
port to make it flourish and to
exercise its activities. He added
that the forum will have a distin-
guished impact on the cultural
and literary scene in the country,
giving Qatari and Indian authors
more subjects and issues to ex-
plore and exercise their literary
creativity.

Gulf times on official launching of Qatar Indian Authors Forum,

15 October 2022
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Launching news by Malayalam news portal

DOHA: A group of Indian expat authors in
Qatar have formed an organization to
encourage writing, reading and share ideas.

Qatar Indian Authors Forum (QIAF) was
formed at a function held at the Indian Cultural
Centre (ICC) recently. QIAF currently has more
than 50 members.

Dr K C Sabu was elected president, Hussain
Kadannamanna as general secretary and
Saleem Nalakath as treasurer.

Launching news by The Doha Globe

Qatar Indian Authors’ Forum- Email: giaforum@gmail.com



b agigll Jualgall yaiio

QATAR INDIAN AUTHORS FORUM

Malayalam papers and portals on launching:
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Releasing of "Mulhaman min Ru'yathil hilal, translation by Husain Kadannamanna,
for the poems of Faisal Aboobakr, on 14 March 2022
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O 3 Thursday

October2024
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2022 Iftar gathering by QIAF for its members, at Shahaniya farm maijlis,
on 10 April 2022
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Press meet on official launching program of the program after Covid controles,

on 30/9/2022
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Release of Sneha Malhar, a book by Mr. Nasimuddin Marakkar and its review,
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at ICC Ashoka hall, on 04 February 2023
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2023 Iftar gathering by QIAF for its members, at Shahaniya farm maijlis,
on 14 April 2023.
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Reception for Mr. Najeeb Moodadi, a famous writer from Kerala
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Monthly literary session, with release of a book by Shafi PC Palam, on the experiences of a

volunteer in the World cup 2022, Doha, Qatar and reception for Mr. OM Karuvarakund, a

famous poet of Kerala, on 10 Jan 2023.
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Special releasing function of Ood, the novel by Shamina Hisham, at IICC hall on 09 June 2023
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QIAF officials visits the newly charge taken Indian Ambassador Mr. Vipul
on 10 October 2023, at his office
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QIAF announces new officials

Pn.ldl: Dr Sabu K C, Hussain Kadannamanna, Ansar Arimbra Ashraf Madiyari, Shreekala Ginan,

Shamna Asmi, Shafi P C Palam

atar Indian Authors' Fo-
rum (QIAF), an organi-
sation of Indian expatri-
ate ors, has announced new
office-bearers for 2023-2025.
They are: Dr Sabu K C (presi-
dent), Hussain Kadsnnamanna
(general secretary), Ansar Arim-
bra (treasurer), Ashraf Madiyari,
Shreekala Ginan (vice-presi-
dents), and Shamna Asmi, Shafi
P C Palam (secretaries).

Executive committee mem-
bers: Subair Vellivod, Thanseem
Kuttiadi, Abdul Salam Mat-

Amal Farmis, Faisal
Aboobacker, Mohamed Hussain
Ram Mohan Nair, Smitha Adarsh

Advisory
Mattool, Abdul Azeez Manjiyil,
Dr Saleel Hassan, Sheela Tomy,
Mansoor Moideen, Shobha Nair,

Gijoy Gearge and Ashraf Achoth.

The forum was officially
formed in 2021, to promote the
objectives of writing and allied
creative skills, strengthening
Indo-Qatar cultural and literary
collaborations; and develop-

open to Indian upatriatu resid-
ing in Qatar and those who have
published at least one book.

The new committee for 2023-2025 was elected by the General Body

on 24 November 2023
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Reception for P Surendran Sir, a famous writer and orator, on 10 December 2023
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Literay session on Occupation discussing the book of Sheela Tomy, Aa nadiyod peru

chodikkaruth in light of Gazza -Israel conflict, on 14 December 2023
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Reception for Mr. Shihabudhin Poithumkadav, a famous writer on 22 December 2023
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Reception for Mr. Harindranath, a famous Gandhian and author of many books including 2

great books on Mahatma Gandhi, on 08 March 2024
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2024 Iftar gathering for members at Shaikh Faisal Mueseum hall,

on 28 March 2024
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Book review session on 26 April 2024
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Reception for Mr. Aalankode LeelaKrishnan, a famous writer and orator,

on 31 May 2024
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Reception for Mr. KP Ramanunni, a famous writer and orator

on 21 June 2024
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Immini Balya Sultan, a special session in the memory of Vaikkam Muhammed Basheer —

famous author of Kerala, on 13 July 2024
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Release and review of a poems collection by Manijiyil A Aziz, on 26 July 2024
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Monthly literary session, book release and review, on 04 October 2024
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Reception for PK Parakkadavu and Kalpatta Narayanan, 19 October 2024
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October 27, 2024
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BREAKING INTERNATIONAL GULF SAUDI ARABIA KERALA MOVIES SPORTS FEATURE v HAJJ 2023 TODAY'S PROGRAM
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Orkkan Oronam - QIAF Onam Celebration, 25 October 2024
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Release of Valooran s book, Uthama Vriksham, 12 December 2024
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Condolence message on MTs demise, 27 December 2024
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